THE FIRST PLANNED ECONOMY: CONTROL OF INDUSTRY
would leave baking,' and that the principal offender who
baked and brewed cis (God be thanked) grown to good
wealth, and the whole company of the bakers thereby utterly
impoverished/ issued a decree admonishing them that 'the
state of a commonwealth is preferred before the private gain
of a few/
The economic functions of the state also embraced the
sphere of production by prescribing the technical processes
of manufacture. The minutest rules were framed regarding
the nature of the materials, the use of mechanical appliances
and the form of the finished products. Every branch of
industry was in some degree brought under control, though
the one chiefly affected by national regulation was the
woollen manufacture upon which the legislature lavished
unremitting care and attention. In order to ensure 'true
making/ cloth had to conform to a certain length, breadth
and weight: it was also forbidden to mingle different kinds
of wool, or use various ingredients in dyeing, or employ
mechanical devices such as gig mills and tenter-frames for
finishing and stretching the fabric. The rules devised to
establish a uniform standard of quality were not unjustified
in earlier times at all events. It was a byword in the seven-
teenth century cto shrink as northern cloth/ and the reputa-
tion which Bradford, now the metropolis of the worsted
industry, had gained for fraudulent work may be gauged from
a verse in a Methodist hymn:
'On Bradford likewise look Thou down
Where Satan keeps his seat.'
There are sufficient indications that official supervision was
needed with a view to foster elementary ideas of honesty
and give credit to manufactures by the prevention of abuses;
while it also harmonized with the gild tradition that industry
should be 'orderly governed.'
Among the legacies bequeathed by the mediaeval gilds
to the mercantilist state was the principle of price regulation.
The conviction of consumers that price movements were due